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After months of preparation, the Drama 
Ensemble presented their original production 
True Colours on the Assembly Hall stage in 
March this year. It tells the story of a featherless 
young bird struggling to find her identity in a 
world where she does not seem to fit in, and 
discovering for herself what it truly means to be 
thankful, selfless, honest, wise and perseverant. 
A play that consists of characters that are 
mostly birds, True Colours was an endeavour 
that was drastically different from our previous 
productions, making it a very exciting venture.

Under the guidance of our teachers-in-charge, 
Mr. Tobin and Miss Mitchell, we were challenged 
to think outside of the box, and as a result we 
came up with a lot of new and creative ideas 
that resulted in the success of our production. 
Throughout the process, we learnt about the 
importance of teamwork and the need to 

communicate with each other so that we can 
grow and improve as a cohesive unit.

All in all, this production was an extremely 
fruitful experience for every single student who 
participated. We are also extremely honoured 
to have achieved great results in the Hong Kong 
School Drama Festival, including winning the 
Outstanding Director, Outstanding Script and 
seven Outstanding Performers awards.

True Colours – Drama Night 
Extravaganza
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Overseas Programme
This year, two new schools joined our Overseas Exchange Programme: 
St. Andrew’s Priory School in Hawaii, United States, and St. Aidan’s 
Anglican Girls’ School in Brisbane, Australia.

Two students from Secondary Four embarked on a journey to Hawaii. 
Once they arrived at the Honolulu International Airport, their host 
families and the Head of St. Andrew’s Priory School came to greet  
them with warm hugs and leis. It was an eye-opening opportunity  
for our two students to experience the warm Hawaiian hospitality  
and explore this beautiful island. They in turn came to stay with our 
students this spring and they had a wonderful time in Hong Kong.

A student from St. Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School in Brisbane, Australia 
also came to stay with one of our Secondary Four students and her 
family. They took our guest sightseeing all around Hong Kong and got 
her to sample the many local delicacies during weekends, after she 
experienced life as a student at DGS during the week. It will soon be our 
student’s turn to experience school life at St Aidan’s later this summer. 
This should prove an equally unforgettable experience.

New Exchange Partnerships Adds 
Vibrancy at DGS
New Exchange Partnerships Adds 
Vibrancy at DGS

Local Programme
In addition to the Overseas Exchange, DGS has embarked on a student exchange programme with local schools in Hong 
Kong starting this year. From March to May, we were honoured to have students from Queen’s College, Belilios Public 
School, and Heep Yunn School come to our school for three to six days; and in turn we reciprocated by visiting theirs. It 
was a valuable opportunity for us as we were able to immerse ourselves into each other’s school environment through 
shadowing lessons and extra-curricular activities. After the exchange, all students agreed on one thing: even though 
the classroom atmosphere and the way lessons were conducted in each school were different, every school had their 
own unique style which worked well and we felt lucky to have been given the opportunity to experience these different 
learning styles. We definitely benefitted from this experience and will work hard to make our school an even better place.
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From the 14th to 16th of April 2016, a group of nine girls from 
Forms 2 to 4 were invited to join the 2nd Oldham Cup Contest 
hosted by Anglo-Chinese Junior College in Singapore. The 
tournament was of top tier quality and the intellectual exchanges 
throughout the three days were gratifying to behold.

During the first two days of the competition we debated two 
prepped motions, namely “This House believes that governments 
should provide a guaranteed universal basic income.” and “This 
House believes that social justice movements should adopt a 
moderated approach, instead of an aggressively confrontational 
one.”, while on the last day we took part in four impromptu rounds 
that touched on topics related to education, social policies and 
religion. All motions require strong knowledge of world issues on 
top of well-honed analytical skills. To fully prepare ourselves for the 
challenge, much well-spent time was dedicated towards research, 
strategizing, case building and rebuttal construction. Such intricate 
planning enabled us to engage in high quality debates that left us 
thoroughly inspired.

We grew stronger after each intense round with worthy 
opponents, who were seasoned debaters on the Singapore 
circuit. These included the world champions in the World Schools 
Debating Championships 2015 and Team China, with whom we 
have previously competed against. We witnessed a high level 
of analytical skills, breadth of knowledge and logic effortlessly 
executed with stylistic flair. The complexity of arguments as 
well as the flexible thinking prowess harnessed by our fellow 
opponents was particularly eye-opening, yet we held our own 
and were able to compete and win rounds. The adjudicator’s 

feedback sessions towards the end of each debate were very 
rewarding, giving us constructive comments which encouraged 
us to improve steadily after each round. Their passion towards 
the mastery of debate was generously displayed by their prompt 
readiness to walk us through foolproof arguments in hopes of 
bettering our technique. For that, we are most grateful, and we 
hope that the DGS debating team will make the Oldham Cup a 
perennial stop in the debating circuit.

English Debate – The Oldham Cup 
in Singapore 
English Debate – The Oldham Cup 
in Singapore
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A STEM Year at DGS

Juvenile Horseshoe Crab Rearing Programme
From early November 2015, fourteen Biology students reared horseshoe crabs as part 
of the Juvenile Horseshoe Crab Rearing Programme. This programme, co-organized by 
the Ocean Park Conservation Foundation and City University of Hong Kong, aimed to 
raise the awareness of horseshoe crab conservation and to inspire students to engage in 
conservation activities. Our team took part in the annual Conservation Day at Ocean Park, 
and organized several activities and workshops in our school, so that schoolmates could 
observe at close hand the horseshoe crabs at different stages of development. Students 
also went to the Salvation Army Yau Ma Tei Integrated Service for Young People to share 
their rearing experiences with primary school students.

8th International Science Youth 
Forum Singapore (ISYF 2016)
Two students from Secondary Four attended the 8th International 
Science Youth Forum at Singapore in January. The programme was 
designed to develop a global mindset in the pursuit of scientific 
knowledge and excellence. The students cherished the opportunity 
to discuss their research findings with Nobel laureates, eminent 
scientists and students from different countries.

The HK FLL Robotics Engineering 
and Robotics Tournament
On 30 January, 2016, a team comprising eight girls participated in the 
Hong Kong FLL Robotics Tournament, where they had to come up 
with different solutions to tackle various mission tasks ranging from 
building innovative attachment arms on the EV3 robot to writing 
programs giving commands to robots to perform preset tasks. It 
was a both eye-opening and exciting experience for all of us, and 
students benefited a lot in terms of programming and problem-
solving skills through this event.

Professional Enrichment
On 25 March 2016, a professional sharing session on Science 
Education was successfully organized by the Chemistry 
Department. Eight Taipei First Girls High School Chemistry 
teachers, led by their Director of Academic Affairs, Ms Tsui Yu-
Ling, took part in this sharing session. Topics discussed ranged 
from good teaching and learning practices, student experiences 
and learning achievements in Science Education. Through this 
sharing, we hope to foster future academic cooperation and 
development in STEM in the two schools.

MIT & IBM Workshop at DGS
The Discover Engineers Workshop was conducted by engineers from MIT 
Media Lab & IBM on 8th April 2016. The keynote speech made by the 
guest speaker enhanced Secondary Three students’ understanding of the 
engineering field.

The Science Department has been advancing the concept of STEM, where Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics are integrated into a cohesive learning paradigm based on real-world applications. Below are some 
highlights of achievements in STEM at DGS over the past academic year.

A STEM Year at DGS
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Achievements in Science
Student Name (Class) Competition Award
Lee Lok Sze (5W) ScienceFocus Article  

Submission Competition
An iPad Air 
Her winning article was published in issue 006 of the 
HKUST ScienceFocus magazine

Allie Poon (4W)
Jia Jimsyn (4W)
Leung Yin (3W)

The Hong Kong Budding  
Scientists Award Competition 

First Class Honour
Second Class Honour
Third Class Honour

Team A:
Pallas Wan (4U) Searching for Nature Stories 2016 Merit
Katrina Chau (4W)
Allie Poon (4W)
Jimsyn Jia (4W)
Eden Chau (4Y)

Team B:
Kalfanie Chan (5U) 2nd Runner Up
Coey Chung (5U)
Clarice Mak (5W)
Jenny Ng (5W)

Team of Secondary  
4 – 5 students

FIRST Tech Challenge  
Hong Kong Tournament

Best Robot Design Award

Cheng Wee Sum (S5) The Hong Kong Institution of  
Engineers and Business-School  
Partnership Programme of EDB

Excellent Design Award in  
efficient transportLau Sin Tung Clarice

Tang Wing Shun Selina
Tsui Sui Nam Christina

Kylie Yeung (4W) University of Cambridge Science 
Writing Competition 2016

Third place 
Her winning essay was published in the issue 26 of 
the Science in Society Review


